HENRY    VII
put it more succinctly than did Sir John Fortescue, in his
Governance of England written about 1476. His words will
bear quotation. " But we most holde it for undoubted
that ther may no reaume prospere or be worshipfull vndere
a poure kynge." Henry, after a youth passed in the exile
of foreign courts, had been given too many opportunities for
learning that lesson to need a reminder from Fortescue.
Those who allow their interests in the Tudor period to
centre on the literary and artistic developments are apt to
be impatient with Henry VII. They dismiss him as a man
whose mind was engrossed with money, and presumably
they imagine that the world of letters ought not to be con-
cerned with these things. Let them cherish their illusion;
but they will not understand the Tudor period if they do
not understand the mind of the age. It was one that was
not unresponsive to the enticements of wealth. Even
literature heard the call. There is an interesting manu-
script, written in a late fifteenth-century hand, which
contains a poem inspired by such thoughts. It is a song
in twenty-four-line stanzas with a four-line refrain. It
begins:
" Above all thing thow art a kyng
And rulest the world over alle ";
and the refrain runs:
" Money, Money, now hay goode day
Money where hast thou be
Money, Money, thou gooste away
And wyllt not byde wyth me"
There is the authentic note for the period!
It is a mistake to think that the England of Henry VII
was prostrate after the Wars of the Roses. True, the country
had suffered under the aimless faction fights of a feudal
nobility struggling for they scarce knew what; but their
noisy brawls ought not to distract attention from the real
fifteenth-century scene. While swaggering gangsters wore
the shirts of rival parties and terrorised civilians, a hard-
headed, energetic, enterprising middle class was scouring
land and sea for trade. While the nobility were squander-
ing fortunes on the upkeep of soldiers, that same middle
class was amassing the wealth that would purchase for its
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